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mysteries are explained away, in order that a more
manageable residue may be explained ?

The account of a mental event in terms of causation,
chyacter and consequence, a set of aspects which it has
in common with material events, instead of in terms of
knowing, feeling and willing, 'a trio of incomprehensible
ultimates V may seem to be a simplification that promises
well. But we are left with a greater mystery than all, viz.
how the processes of the nervous system are transformed
into cottfigjousness. No explanation is offered, but phrases
are used which suggest that consciousness is merely
incidental, a mental event having ' conscious accompani-
ments', "conscious characters', and so on. We are not
even presented with one of those admittedly wild con-
jectures, which Dr Richards prefers to the 'scientifically
desperate belief in the soul'.2

. Belief in the soul is no doubt desperate from a point of
view which accepts the physical world as the ultimate
reality, but so, surely, is the attempt to extract conscious-
*ness from neural movement: the more so, since the
structure of consciousness is unlike the structure of matter
as conceived by science. Indeed, the step from belief in
a purely physical world to the undeniable fact of conscious-
ness crosses a darker abyss than the step from that un-
deniable fact to belief in a soul. But Dr Richards is so
Minded by his scientific faith, his faith in a science which
he admits to be in a conjectural state, that he is unaware
of any difficulty. All is delightfully clear to him. "That
the mind is the nervous system, or rather a part of its
activity, has long been evident, although the prevalence
* P.L,C p. 89.                          * ibid. p. 105.